World Stroke Day is now a major global phenomenon. From humble beginnings, marking the formation of the World Stroke Organization on October 29 th 2006, it has grown to embrace a concept of stroke in a holistic fashion. This is again in evidence in 2012, with the reinforcement of the 1 in 6 campaign, which began in 2010. A unique focus for 2012 will also be on care providers and champions of stroke. Care providers are the unsung heroes of stroke: often bearing the brunt without complaint and with lives sometimes completely altered by the unexpected intrusion of a sometimes-catastrophic event.
The WSD event has also grown in stature over the last six years, and provides a platform for stroke awareness around the globe. Wonderful examples include last year's finalists, Brazil, Israel and Mongolia. It seems appropriate that Brazil were the eventual winners of the WSD gold award, given that this month is the WSC in Brasilia, Brazil.
Another exciting initiative to be announced at the congress is the new symbol 'stroke solidarity string' linking stroke awareness activities and programs around the world.
Also, at this month's congress in Brasilia, Stephen Davis will assume the presidency of the WSO succeeding Bo Norrving. Bo has been an outstanding President, and has consolidated the WSO unequivocally as the lead organization for stroke globally. His calm and inclusive style has endeared him to all those in the stroke community as well as providing inspiration for the organization as a whole, and his work with the WHO and United Nations represents one of the most important linkages that we have. Bo will continue in this role as a liaison thus ensuring longevity of these crucial links.
In assuming the Presidency Stephen Davis is superbly equipped to the lead the WSO into its next era. His international standing in research an advocacy is admired universally; the WSO is in very good hands.
IJS Editorial, S Davis 24th July 2012
Stephen Davis I am honoured to be taking over the presidency of the World Stroke Organisation in October 2012, succeeding my esteemed colleagues and friends Bo Norrving and Geoffrey Donnan, who have achieved so much. I was on the Executive of the former International Stroke Society as Chair of the 4 th World Stroke Congress held in Melbourne 2000. I well recall the discussions held before that meeting about the need for a new global organisation to incorporate professional bodies in different countries, prominent individuals from various regions and importantly, major stroke support organisations. This vision was realised in 2006 with the merger of the International Stroke Society and World Stroke Federation (which had similar missions) and formation of the World Stroke Organisation.
The achievements in the past 6 years have been extremely impressive. These include the foundation of the new global organisation with a robust constitution ensuring geographical balance of representation and involvement of both professional and stroke support organisations, the move from 4 yearly to 2 yearly World Stroke Congresses which has elevated the profile of stroke in developing as well as developed regions with a highly successful scientific program and oversight committee, the increasing profile and success of the International Journal of Stroke, the success of the World Stroke Campaign, the online learning resource of the World Stroke Academy and establishing a solid financial basis for the organisation. Importantly, the WSO has been approved as the lead agency for Stroke by the World Health Organization (WHO) and has been active in raising the global profile of stroke as a leading non-communicable disease. The WSO has participated in the revision work at the WHO of the ICD-11, in which all the cerebrovascular diagnoses will form one single block under diseases of the nervous system.
We have many challenges in the years ahead. Our membership base does not reflect the achievements or profile of our organisation. The WSO Board has agreed to promote a strategy with a major reduction of our subscription fees, linked to a range of benefits to include online subscription to the IJS. We will strongly encourage cross membership between national stroke bodies and the WSO, with even lower subscription rates in developing regions. We plan to revamp the World Stroke Academy and are considering an online, educational, and more innovative interactive format. Closer engagement with major professional bodies in Asia-Oceania, Europe and the Americas will be a key goal, together with an ongoing commitment to working closely with the WHO. I am confident that the new WSO Board will take on these challenges with vigour.
